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UPDATED RELEASE  

July 19, 2012 

 

Clearwater, HRMM Break Ground on Kingston Home Port and Education Center 
Community Invited to Join Hudson River Day 2012 Celebration on the Historic Rondout Waterfront 

KINGSTON, NY  -- For Clearwater, it all began in 1966, when Pete Seeger, in despair over the pollution of 

his beloved Hudson River, announced plans to “build a boat to save the river.” Pete, along with many other 

concerned individuals, believed that a majestic replica of the sloops that sailed the Hudson in the 18th and 

19th centuries would bring people to the river where they could experience its beauty and be moved to 

preserve it. 

Now, it appears the sloop, after over 40 years of seeking a permanent home port, is destined to find one on 

the Kingston waterfront at the Hudson River Maritime Museum. Clearwater and the museum will officially 

break ground for the new building that will provide facilities for the sloop Clearwater’s winter maintenance 

and provide a facility for educational programming, green infrastructure training, community boat building, 

and maritime history presentations throughout the year. 

 

The public is invited to join the celebration and groundbreaking ceremony taking place at the historic 

Rondout waterfront in downtown Kingston during Hudson River Day 2012, Saturday, July 21, 11:00 AM to 

6:00 PM, featuring live music, children’s activities, boats, exhibits and more!  

 

Groundbreaking 
The official groundbreaking ceremony for the much anticipated Kingston Home Port and Education 
Center will take place at 12:30 PM  on July 21 on the Hudson River Maritime Museum property.  Project 

co-chair Jack Weeks will serve as honorary emcee for the ceremony. Fran Dunwell, Hudson River estuary 

coordinator at the state Department of Environmental Conservation will speak, as well as Tom Hoffay, who 

will be representing Assemblyman Kevin Cahill’s office; City of Kingston Mayor Shayne Gallo;   Allan 

Shope, Clearwater Board President and Project Architect; HRMM Executive Director, Patrick McDonough, 

and Clearwater Executive Director, Jeff Rumpf.. 

 

This new facility on the historic Rondout offers the sloop Clearwater a much needed sanctuary from the 

winter ice floes and a place for the sloop to winter over and make repairs at the HRMM docks. The workshop 

will house woodworking tools, wood storage, and a shelter to work on boat maintenance. Clearwater and 

HRMM have had a working relationship for several years, using their docks regularly and partnering for past 

River Day festivities.  
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Details of the Home Port Construction:  
To date, the Clearwater/HRMM Home Port and Education Center project has the 80 foot long tubular steel 

piles in place that carry the foundation of the building. They weigh approximately 1 ton each and were off- 

loaded from the delivery truck with an excavator. Eugene DiLorenzo of Highland, NY has been selected to 

build the foundation for the new facility and is currently on-site proceeding with the work. 

 

The piles were driven into the ground in late June utilizing a 100-ton hydraulic pile driving hammer, and 

have been filled with 3000 PSI concrete. The pile tips are approximately 75 feet below the surface of the site 

with each pile capable of holding a load of 40 tons. The balance of the foundation work will occur over the 

next several weeks with completion of the foundation before September 1.  

 

A barn raising to complete the structure is scheduled to take place on September 15, 2012 with the 
help of the Timber Framers Guild.  
 

Hudson River Day on the Historic Rondout Waterfront in downtown Kingston 
Dockside events begin at 10:00 AM at the Hudson River Maritime Museum with booths, boats, 
children’s activities and more!  The Museum courtyard will feature live music throughout the day, 
maritime activities for children, Broadway photo booth, and model boat building.   
 
The Hudson River Maritime Museum will be open for Hudson River Day from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
offering tours and reduced admission: Adults $5, Seniors $3, and families $15. There is no admission 
charge for events in the museum courtyard. 
 

Hudson River Day 2012 is an annual river-wide celebration bringing together rivertown communities to 

celebrate the Hudson’s rich history and the most important legacy of all, the ecosystem that is the Hudson 

River Estuary. In its fourth year, River Day continues to grow as a community-based event. Hudson River 
Day 2012 is sponsored by the Hudson River Valley Greenway and the NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary 

Program as a collaborative event to celebrate the river. Hudson River Day 2012 partners include Hudson 

River Sloop Clearwater, Hudson River Maritime Museum, Riverkeeper, Scenic Hudson, Hudson River Boat 

and Yacht Club, and Great Hudson River Swim Committee.  

 

Music 
The day will also feature live music at the gazebo, brought to you by Clearwater, and performed 

throughout the day by local musicians who will entertain and delight audiences with old timey music, music 

of the river, originals and cover songs.  

 

Performers include Linda Richards, Clearwater's Own Environmental Songstress whose borrowed and 

original songs are filled with humor and poignancy. She sings regularly at Mohonk Mountain House in New 

Paltz, as well as at festivals as well as in countless classrooms and auditoriums throughout the Hudson 

Valley. Linda has shared the stage with high profile folk musicians Pete Seeger, Arlo Guthrie, and Tom 

Paxton. Her personal style combined with her music and education expertise allow for audiences to find 

themselves learning while they are being entertained! 

Rick Nestler is most well known as the writer of the unofficial anthem of the Hudson River, “The River 

That Flows Both Ways” which most recently was included on the Grammy winning CD "Tomorrow's 

Children” recorded by Pete Seeger, the Rivertown Kids and Friends. He performs with both 6 and 12-string 

guitar, and tenor banjo. In addition to being a folk singer and songwriter, Rick is also a licensed ship captain, 

and has a seemingly endless knowledge of river songs and shanties. He has accompanied Pete Seeger, Arlo 

Guthrie, Tom Chapin, and Tom Paxton at various venues, and has been a longtime member of The Hudson 

River Sloop Singers. 
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Rik Palieri, has been and still continues to be one of Pete's musical “companions” for many years and a 

Sloop Singer. He has recorded 6 CDs, hosts “The Song Writer's Notebook” (a TV program archived in the 

Library of Congress); and published “The Road is My Mistress”, a book about his music tours around the 

country and the world. He plays a variety of instruments, including guitar, banjo, and Polish bagpipes! Rik 

has worked with Utah Philips, Ramblin' Jack Elliott, Ralph Stanley, and Jimmie Driftwood. 

Power of Song, Clearwater's Youth Musicians, will round out the playbill, performing their special form 

of “cause music”. This troupe of  musicians between the ages of 15 – 23 performs throughout the Hudson 

Valley carrying forward the momentum and message of their mentor, Pete Seeger. Throughout history, music 

has been a catalyst for change, a medium for protest, and a way to deliver a message of hope. Clearwater 

now delivers this message through the voices of these young adults.  

Vessels 
The sloop Clearwater will be docked at the waterfront and will offer deck tours during the day. 

Clearwater  Public Sails are available on both Saturday and Sunday. Other vessels joining the celebration 

include the “OurHudson” barge, Pennsylvania Railroad Barge 399, or “Pennsy 399”; Seahorse, a two-
man yellow submarine; the tugs Urger, Gowanus Bay, Cornell and Hestia; and the authentic steamboat 
Mary Theodora. 

The Pennsy 399 will be docked and open for tours where visitors can view the film, ‘Hudson Rising” a 28-

minute documentary celebrating our rivertowns. It presents the challenges and opportunities facing the 

Hudson River and explores the diverse ideas shaping the future of the Hudson River Valley.  

Come Sailing! 

Clearwater is now taking reservations for a Sunset Sail and Music Jam, from 6:00-8:00 PM on 
Saturday evening, July 21. Passengers are invited to bring musical instruments and join in a pick-up jam 

onboard the sloop. 

On Sunday, July 22 Clearwater and the HRMM will present Rondout Waterfront:   Past, Present, and 
Future, a two-for-one program that includes a gallery tour of the 2012 exhibit and sunset sail on the 
sloop. Starting at 3:30 PM, participants can join the gallery tour, “The Face of  Work TODAY in the Hudson 

Valley” with HRMM exhibition co-curators Russell and Allynne Lange. From 5:00-7:00 PM , participants 

can set sail onboard  Clearwater  and hear a lively presentation by Lisa Berger of  Ulster County Tourism. 

 

To register for either Clearwater Public Sail Adventure, contact Catherine Stankowski, Sail Program 
Manager, 845 265-8080, ext 7107, Sched@Clearwater.org. Tickets may also be purchased on the 
Clearwater website at www.clearwater.org/come-sailing/public-sail-schedule 

Lighthouse Tours 
Special Hudson River Day guided tours of the Rondout Lighthouse aboard the M/V Lark, departing from 

the HRMM docks at 10:00 Am and 11:30 AM.  For information and reservations, call 1.800.843.7472 or 

visit www.hrwatertaxi.com. Tickets may be purchased onboard.  

Special Hudson River Day guided tour of the Esopus-Meadows Lighthouse aboard the M/V Lark, 

departing at 1:00 PM from the HRMM docks.  For info and reservations, call 845.848.3669 or e-mail 

esopuslighthouse@gmail.com. Tickets may be purchased onboard. 

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater and the Hudson River Maritime Museum are proud to partner to present 

this Hudson River Day Celebration.  
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Hudson River Day 2012 is sponsored by the Hudson River Valley Greenway and the NYSDEC Hudson River 

Estuary Program as a collaborative event to celebrate the river. Hudson River Day 2012 partners include 

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, Hudson River Maritime Museum, Riverkeeper, Scenic Hudson, Hudson 

River Boat and Yacht Club, and Great Hudson River Swim Committee. If you are interested in being listed as 

a Hudson River Day partner, please email info@hudsonriverdayny.org for more information or visit the 

Hudson River Day 2012 website at www.hudsonriverdayny.org/Home.aspx   or contact: Candi Sterling at 

cmsterli@gw.dec.state.ny.us  , 845-256-3016. 
 
 
About Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 
Inspiring, educating  and activating millions of people for over 40 years, Hudson River Sloop Clearwater has been at the 

forefront of the environmental movement as champion of the Hudson River, working to pass landmark legislation like 

the Clean Water Act, providing innovative educational programs, environmental advocacy, and musical celebrations, 

including the renowned annual Clearwater Festival.  Founded by music legend and environmental activist Pete Seeger, 

the organization began with the launch of the sloop Clearwater in 1969 —a majestic replica of the sloops that sailed the 

Hudson in the 18th and 19th centuries. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 106-foot-long sloop is 

among the first vessels in the U.S. to conduct science-based environmental education aboard a sailing ship, creating the 

template for environmental education programs around the world. More than half a million young people and hundreds 

of thousands of adults have experienced their first real look at an estuary’s ecosystem aboard Clearwater. The 

organization's strong connection to youth, environmental education, and its agenda to create the next generation of 

environmental leaders, are all part of building and strengthening a Green Cities Initiative for a green economy and a 

more inclusive and diverse environmental movement. Utilizing the greatest natural resource in the region, the Hudson 

River, Clearwater has become the grassroots model for producing positive changes to protect our planet. 

 
About Hudson River Maritime Museum: Since it began operations in 1980, the Hudson River Maritime Museum 

continues as the leading maritime museum on the Hudson River, with its vast museum collection of maritime artifacts 

and excellent education programs for adults and school age children. Currently open May through November 4, the 

Museum hosts thousands of visitors each year, offering permanent exhibits, an archival library, special topical 

exhibitions, an adult lecture series, waterfront programs, school and group tours, special events, and access to visiting 

maritime heritage and replica vessels. The museum, with its 400 feet of dock and deep water facilities, provides services 

to kayakers, rowing teams, sea scouts, transient boaters, tall ships and cruise vessels. 

 
 # # # 


